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BUSH KINDER: SNAKE AWARENESS AND 
FIRST AID 
QUALITY AREA 2 

Working in partnership with Cancer Council Victoria, ELAA has aligned this policy to the key 
policies and guidelines of the Healthy Early Childhood Services Achievement Program. 

 

This policy, Bush Kinder Snake Awareness and First Aid, is a special circumstance policy which 
augments the main Ferguson Park Preschool Supervision of Children Policy and should be read in 
conjunction with this policy.  

 

PURPOSE 
This policy provides a clear set of guidelines and procedures for Ferguson Park Preschool to:  

• reduce the risk of snakes in the Bush Kinder space    

• prevent a snake bite    

• use appropriate medical response to snake bites   

• provide a framework for the appropriate education and training of children, staff, 
parents/guardians and children on minimising the risk of snake bite.  
 
 

 

POLICY STATEMENT 

VALUES 
Ferguson Park Preschool is committed to: 

• providing a safe and healthy environment for children participating in the Bush Kinder 
program 

• being respectful of wildlife in and around the Bush Kinder space, including an awareness of 
the presence of snakes in the area in the warmer months    

• facilitating appropriate communication and education to staff, parents/guardians and 
children to minimise the risk of injury of a snake bite during Bush Kinder sessions.   
 

SCOPE 
This policy applies to the approved provider, persons with management or control, nominated 
supervisor, persons in day-to-day charge, early childhood teachers, educators, staff, students, 
volunteers, parents/guardians, children, and others attending the programs and activities of Ferguson 
Park Preschool Bush Kinder program.  
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R indicates legislation requirement, and should not be deleted 

Supplying a First Aid Kit on site at Bush Kinder to administer first 
aid in response to snake bites or for any other purpose, including 
Pressure Immobilisation Bandages for medical treatment of 
snake bites 

R     

Ensuring staff are appropriately educated on procedures to 
prevent snakebite and to deliver First Aid in response to a Snake 
Bite in accordance with their first aid training, and using correct 
Pressure Immobilisation Technique 

R ✔    

Ensure all Bush Kinder staff have Level 2 (HLTFA311A) First Aid 
training 

R ✔    

Appointing a Nominated Bush Kinder First Aid Officer for each 
Bush Kinder session 

 ✔    

Following all procedures as set out in the Administration of First 
Aid Policy and the Incident, Injury, Trauma and Illness Policy 
including notice of notifiable incidents, appropriate record 
keeping in the event of an incident, maintaining first aid kit etc) 

R ✔ ✔  ✔ 

Encouraging parents, through this policy, to teach children snake 
bite prevention behaviours outside of Bush Kinder (for example, 
on family walks in the bush) 

 ✔ ✔   

Liaising with Nillumbik Shire Council during the months of 
October to April about any reported snake sightings in or near 
the Bush Kinder site 

 ✔    

Ensuring that all staff, parents and volunteers are aware who is 
the Nominated Bush Kinder First Aid Officer for each bush kinder 
session 

 ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Revisiting the Snake Awareness & First Aid policy yearly  ✔    

Undertaking site inspections on prior to commencement of each 
Bush Kinder session; Inspections throughout the session in 
particular after a groups time/snack time before children 
commence exploring again  

 ✔ ✔   

Ensuring that participants in the Bush Kinder sessions avoid 
areas of long grass at all times in particular during the months of 
October to April 

 ✔ ✔   

Continually practicing and educating children on snake bite 
prevention behaviours whilst at Bush Kinder, without fostering 
an unnatural fear or paranoia of snakes. This includes, arranging 

  ✔ ✔  
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PROCEDURES 
• Ensuring staff are appropriately educated on procedures to prevent snakebite and to deliver 

First Aid in response to a Snake Bite (refer to Attachment 2.) 

• Following all procedures as set out in the Emergency Management Plan (including notice of 
notifiable incidents, appropriate record keeping in the event of an incident, maintain first aid 
kit etc.) 

 

 

BACKGROUND AND LEGISLATION 

BACKGROUND 
Ferguson Park Preschool Bush Kinder Programs are conducted across Fergusons Paddock, in which it is 
known that snakes inhabit. Most of Nillumbik’s trail network is along water courses. During spring and 
summer snakes are often sighted basking in the sun on the path or moving across the trail. These 
areas are often the natural habitat for snakes. 

The species of snakes observed in the area over the past 20 years is the Brown Snake, Red Bellied 
Black Snake and Eastern Tiger Snake.  They are most prevalent in the warmer months (October to 
April) but could be encountered at other times.   Unprovoked, snakes rarely attack humans and are 
generally shy, timid animals that will avoid conflict if given the opportunity. It is recommended that 
particular care be taken in warm weather, near long grass or hollow logs, near water or near rocks in 
sunny positions.  Snakes are protected under the Wildlife Act 1975, and should not be harmed or 
killed. Bites can occur if people try to kill snakes.   Australian Venom Research Unit (AVRU) is an 
internationally recognised interdisciplinary research unit focused on the problem of venomous injury 
in Australia and the Asia‐Pacific. Located within Melbourne University, the Australian Venom Research 
Unit aims to provide world‐class expertise on the problem of Australia's venomous creatures, their 
toxins and the care of the envenomed patient.    

 

LEGISLATION AND STANDARDS 
Relevant legislation and standards include but are not limited to: 

•  Education & Care National Law and Regulations   

• National Quality Standards Quality Area 2 ‐   

• Occupational Health & Safety Act 2004;    

• Occupational Health & Safety Regulations 2007;   

• Occupational Health & Safety Compliance Codes,  

• First Aid in the Workplace (2008); 

for the Park Ranger to conduct a snake education session with 
children, staff and available parents, and practicing and 
highlighting to children snake bite prevention behaviours 

Teaching children on an ongoing basis safe snake bite prevention 
behaviours outside Bush Kinder, for example, on family walks in 
the bush  

  ✔ ✔  

Reading and being familiar with this policy  ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 

Bringing relevant issues to the attention of both staff and 
committee  

 ✔ ✔ ✔  

mailto:ferguson.park.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au


 

Page 4 of 9 
 

Bush Kinder: Snake Awareness and First Aid | Date Reviewed June 24 

Ferguson Park Pre-School | Telephone 03 9718 1571 
Email ferguson.park.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au  
 

• Wildlife Act 1975 

 
 

 

DEFINITIONS 
The terms defined in this section relate specifically to this policy. For regularly used terms e.g. 
Approved provider, Nominated supervisor, Notifiable complaints, Serious incidents, Duty of care, etc. 
refer to the Definitions file of the PolicyWorks catalogue. 

First aid for snakebite (Source: Victorian Poisons Information Centre, Austin Health, and Australian 
Venom Research Institute, Melbourne University))  

● Stay calm and call for help. Have someone phone an ambulance. If unable to phone, send 
someone for help.  

● Reassure the patient and encourage them to remain calm and still. Do not move the patient.  

● Do not attempt to catch or kill the snake.  

● DO NOT WASH the bite. Traces of venom that are left on the skin can be used to identify the 
snake, and therefore the type of antivenom that should be used if required.    

● Venom is injected deeply so there is no benefit in cutting or sucking the bite. A tourniquet is 
not an effective way to restrict venom movement.  

● The most effective first aid for snakebite is the pressure‐immobilisation technique. (Refer to 
Attachment 1 for instructions on the application of this technique). The principle is to 
minimise the movement of the venom around the body until the victim is in a hospital by 
applying a firm bandage (or suitable alternative) to the bitten area and limb, and to 
immobilise the victim. When applied properly, this method can trap the venom in the bitten 
area for many hours. The victim might not suffer any effects of the venom until the 
compression is released, which is done in hospital where antivenom can be administered if 
required.  

Pressure Immobilisation Bandage – also known as Compression Bandage. Bandage used for applying 
pressure to the site of the wound, such as a snakebite, and to the affected limb. Refer to the definition 
below of Pressure Immobilisation Bandaging 

Pressure Immobilisation Bandaging ‐ the principle of pressure immobilisation bandaging as a first aid 
measure, is to prevent the spread of toxins through the body. This is done by applying enough 
pressure to compress the lymph vessels, and by preventing movement of the affected limb. Correct 
application of the technique can afford valuable time to get the patient to medical assistance. (Please 
refer to Attachment 1 for the correct application of the pressure immobilisation technique).    

Snake Bite Prevention Behaviours (Source: Victorian Poisons Information Centre, Austin Health)  

● Leave snakes alone   
● Wear adequate clothing and stout shoes (not sandals/thongs) in 'snake country'  
● Never put hands in hollow logs or thick grass without prior inspection    
● When stepping over logs, carefully inspect the ground on the other side   
● Ensure children are reminded on a regular basis that if they encounter a snake, to move away 

quietly and report the sighting immediately to a teacher.  

The most current amendments to listed legislation can be found at: 

• Victorian Legislation – Victorian Law Today: www.legislation.vic.gov.au 

• Commonwealth Legislation – Federal Register of Legislation: www.legislation.gov.au 

mailto:ferguson.park.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
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● In the event that a snake is encountered at Bush Kinder, calmly moving children away from 
the snake.  [Staff must not attempt to touch or harm the snake].    

● Administering first aid in the event of a snake bite  

 
Victorian Poisons Information Centre (VPIC): Located at the Austin Hospital, the role of the VPIC is to 
provide the people of Victoria with a timely and safe information service with respect to poisonings 
and suspected  poisonings. For members of the public, this includes telephone assessment, advice on 
first aid, with or without admissions to hospital. Information is given to health professionals about 
formulations of products and management of poisoned patients.    

 

 

SOURCES AND RELATED POLICIES 

SOURCES 
• Bites & Stings web resource: https://www.bitesandstings.com.au/educational-materials 

• Nillumbik, the Green Wedge Shire website- Snakes in Nillumbik Snakes in Nillumbik - 
Nillumbik Shire Council  

• Victorian Poisons Information Centre, Austin Health www.austin.org.au 03 9496 5000  

• Australian Venom Research Institute (University of Melbourne) www.avru.org    

• Bushwalking Victoria Snakebite web resource http://www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au  
 

RELATED POLICIES 
• Administration of First Aid 

• Emergency and Evacuation 

• Excursions and Service Events  

• Hygiene 

• Incident, Injury, Trauma and Illness 

• Occupational Health and Safety 

• Supervision of Children 
 

 

 

EVALUATION 
In order to assess whether the values and purposes of the policy have been achieved, the approved 
provider will: 

• notify all stakeholders affected by this policy at least 14 days before making any significant 
changes to this policy or its procedures, unless a lesser period is necessary due to risk 
(Regulation 172 (2)) 

• seek feedback regarding this policy and its implementation with staff, parents/guardians of 
children participating in the Bush Kinder program   

•  regularly review the policy and centre practices to ensure they are compliant with any new 
legislation, research or best practice procedures. 
 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
• Attachment 1: Pressure Immobilisation Bandaging  

• Attachment 2: First Aid for Snake Bites in Australia 
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AUTHORISATION 
This policy was adopted by the approved provider of Ferguson Park Preschool on 05/06/2024. 

REVIEW DATE: 05/06/2025. 
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ATTACHMENT 1. PRESSURE IMMOBILISATION BANDAGING
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ATTACHMENT 2. FIRST AID FOR SNAKE BITES IN AUSTRALIA 

Snakebite_firstaid_ANG_AVRU.pdf    

mailto:ferguson.park.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
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